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Disaster Relief and Emergency Response Overview
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Common Threads of Activity
Disaster Relief and emergency response efforts are critical components of disaster

management, aimed at providing timely and effective aid to affected communities. Under the

current MoU, there is a strong emphasis on enhancing disaster response capabilities, improving

coordination, and ensuring that response measures are well-aligned with global standards.

National Societies across Southeast Asia are actively engaged in these efforts, focusing on

training, logistical support, and the development of innovative tools to enhance their emergency

response capacity.

National Society Activities

● Training on Emergency Needs Assessment and EOC Management in Timor Leste:
The Timor Leste Red Cross has been enhancing its emergency response capabilities

through specialized training programs that focus on emergency needs assessment and

the management of Emergency Operations Centres (EOCs). These programs aim to

improve the efficiency and effectiveness of response efforts during disasters.

● Procurement of Relief and Hygiene Kits by the Lao Red Cross: The Lao Red Cross

has prioritized the procurement and pre-positioning of relief and hygiene kits in regional

warehouses and headquarters, ensuring that essential supplies are readily available for

rapid deployment in the event of a disaster.

● Empowering Local Emergency Responders in the Mekong Region: National

Societies in the Mekong region are engaged in joint activities aimed at empowering local

emergency responders and community-based organizations. This includes training,

resource allocation, and capacity building to strengthen local response capabilities in the

face of disasters.
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● Livelihood Assistance Programs by the Philippine Red Cross: The Philippine Red

Cross is actively involved in providing livelihood assistance to the most vulnerable

households through community-managed livelihood projects. These projects not only

provide immediate relief but also contribute to long-term recovery and resilience.

Complementary ASEAN Initiatives

● Leveraging ASEAN Capacities for Emergency Response (LACER): Part of the

EU-funded Integrated Programme in Enhancing the Capacity of AHA Centre, LACER

focuses on strengthening the institutional and operational capacity of the ASEAN

Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian Assistance on disaster management (AHA

Centre). This initiative enhances regional preparedness and response to disasters,

improving professionalism through standards and certification.

● ASEAN Regional Disaster Emergency Response Simulation Exercise (ARDEX):
ARDEX is a multi-sectoral exercise designed to test and enhance the region's disaster

response mechanisms. It involves a wide range of stakeholders, including National

Societies, and focuses on improving coordination, communication, and operational

efficiency during large-scale emergencies.

Potential Joint Activities

● Joint Simulation Exercises: ASEAN and National Societies could collaborate on

organizing and executing regional disaster response simulations, such as the ASEAN

Regional Disaster Emergency Response Simulation Exercise (ARDEX). These exercises

would help improve coordination and operational efficiency during large-scale

emergencies.

● Shared Training Programs: Integrating ASEAN’s capacity-building initiatives, such as

Leveraging ASEAN Capacities for Emergency Response (LACER), with National Society

training programs could enhance disaster response capabilities across the region.

● Coordinated Resource Mobilization: National Societies, like the Lao Red Cross, could

align their procurement strategies for relief and hygiene kits with ASEAN’s regional

resource mobilization initiatives, ensuring that essential supplies are available when

needed.
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● Integrated Data and Information Systems: National Societies could work with ASEAN

to integrate their data collection and analysis efforts with ASEAN’s systems, such as the

ASEAN Disaster Information Network (ADINet), to improve situational awareness and

enhance the effectiveness of disaster response efforts.


